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Nawab Siraj-ud-Duala opposed the growing British power in Bengal in 1757. Robert
commander of the British East India Company’s troops that had just retaken Calcutta from
Nawab, began to re-establish control of Bengal. Clive was heavily outnumbered by the Nawab
forces, but persuaded Mir Jafar, the Nawab’s commander, to switch sides and ot fight when the
two armies met. The Nawab opened the battie with heavy gunfire which went on unti it started to
rain heavily. Clive's troops covered their cannon and muskets to protect them from the rain, whilst
the Nawab’s troops did not. When the rain cleared, Ciive attacked. The Nawab's troops retreated.
22 of Clive's soldiers were killed and 500 of the Nawab's soldiers were killed.

From Seven Years’ War: Battle of Plassey by Kennedy Hickman
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SOURCE B

The British East India Company

A painting of a British official of the British East India Company riding in an Indian
procession in 1825.
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This question is about the British in India

1 Study the sources (Insert) carefully and then answer the questions which follow.

(a) According to Source A, what reasons are suggested for the British victory at the battle of

Plassey in 17577 €]
(b) What does Source B tell us about the British East India Company in 18257 151
(¢) Why were the British able to take control of India by 18507 m

(d) Was the work of the Christian missionaries the most important reason why the Indians
opposed British attempts to westernise them between 1750 and 1850? Explain your answer.
o]
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SOURCE A
The Indian cotton industry

Atfirst the East India Company and the British Parliament discouraged Indian production of cotton
goods in order to encourage the growing cotton industry in Great Britain. British policy developed
during the nineteenth century to allow Indian people to grow raw cotton in order to supply material
for the cotton factories of Great Britain. Orders were sent out to force Indian skilled workers to
work in the East India Company’s factories. The East India Company was given legal powers to
control production in the villages and communities of Indian weavers. Very high tariffs excluded
Indian silks and cotton goods from Great Britain but British goods were admitted into India free of
duty.

From The Economic History of India under Early British Rule by R.C. Dutt
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SOURCE B

Arailway accident in India in the nineteenth century





image9.png
This question is about In

1

in the nineteenth century
Study the sources (Insert) carefully and then answer the questions which follow.

(a) According to Source A, what difficulties did the Indian cotton industry face during the

nineteenth century? [€]
(b) How does Source B help us to understand Indian concerns about the building of railways in
India during the nineteenth century? 6]
(¢) Why did the British build railways in India during the nineteenth century? m

(d) Was an absence of leadership the main reason why the War of Independence in 1857 failed?
Explain your answer. 110)
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Read the source below carefully to answer question (a).

Generally, Muslims were pleased that Aurangzeb ruled according to Islam, but it had
anger and revolt from other religious groups, especially the Hindus. After his death Muslim
and influence over India began to disintegrate. A number of Musiim groups were set up. Or
these was the Faraizi Movement.

(@)
(b)

(©)

2

What was the Faraizi Movement? [0}

Why did the East India Company became involved in the Indian sub-continent during the
seventeenth century? m

How successful were the British attempts to take control of lands in the sub-continent
between 1750 and 18567 114
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2 Read the source below carefully to answer question (a).
Urdu became the national language after Independence in 1947. The Quaid was keen to promote
Urdu as he saw it as an important unifying force in the new country. However, he also recognised
the importance of regional languages and was keen to promote them. One of these was Balochi.
(a) How has the Pakistan government promoted the development of Balochi since 19472 [4]
(b) Explain why the Mughal Empire declined following the death of Aurangzeb. m

(¢) Were the religious views of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan his most important contribution in
developing the cause of Muslims during the nineteenth century? Explain your answer.  [14]
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Read the source below carefully to answer question (a).

As the morale and commitment of Muslims increased it was inevitable that with the right Ie
some Muslims would take part in more agitation against the British. It was clear that the
identity in India would continue to gain strength. One such man was Titu Mir.

(a) Who was Titu Mir? @
(b) Explain the choice of Urdu in 1947 as the national language of Pakistan. m
(¢) Did educational reforms have a more important effect on the Indians than the social, religious

and economic ones introduced by the British during the years 1773 to 18562 Explain your
answer. 4
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Sir Syed Ahmad Khan admired many British ways of doing things. At the same time he had a great
faith in the Muslim religion. He was convinced that if the British ever left India the Muslims would
be dominated by the overwhelming Hindu majority. He decided to do something about this. He
published a pamphlet called ‘The Loyal Mohammedans of India.

(a) What was ‘The Loyal Mohammedans of India'? 4

(b) Why did the Indians not achieve independence in 18572 m

(¢) Did Haiji Shariat Ullah contribute more to the spread of Islam than anyone else in the
sub-continent before 18507 Explain your answer. 4]
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Sir Syed Ahmad Khan was determined to improve the status of Muslims. He had a My %% N\
re-establish good relations with the Britsh which, he hoped, would lead to greater opportuniy g
Musims. He also believed that Musims should have good relations with Hindus. However, he Wy S
concerned about the Hindu-Urdu Controversy”

(a) Describe the ‘Hindu-Urdu Controversy. 3}

(b) Why did the Indian sub-continent atiract the British in the early seventeenth century?  [7]

(¢) How successful was Indian resistance to British attempts to take control of lands in the
sub-continent between 1750 and 18507 Explain your answer. 4]
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Language is extremely important in the development of any nation. A common language helps.
to build a shared understanding of what a nation believes in. Urdu became the national language
of Pakistan but, due to the diversity of languages and culture across the country, many regional
languages have been promoted by the goverment. One of these is Punjabi.

(a) How has the Pakistan government promoted the development of Punjabi? 3}
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After Independence, Urdu became the national language as it was a unifying force in
country. It was seen as the link language for all the provinces to provide for the cultu
educational needs of the people. However, it was also recognised that regional languages ha
important role to play in the newly formed country. One of these was Sindhi.

(a) How has Pakistan promoted the development of Sindhi since 19472 [0}
(b) How did the successors of Aurangzeb contribute to the downfall of the Mughal Empire?  [7]

(¢) Was the Industrial Revolution in Britain the most important reason why the British were able
to take control of India between 1750 and 18507 Explain your answer. [14]
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Sir Syed Ahmad Khan decided to change Muslim atiitudes towards receiving British education.
He travelled to England to study the university system there. He believed in setting up a university
for Muslims in the sub-continent and was impressed by the universities of Oxford and Cambridge.
However, on his return home he found that his plans were met with suspicion from some people.
Nevertheless he wanted to pursue the idea of providing better education for Muslims.

(a) What was the Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental School? “

(b) Why did the War of Independence fail to meet its aims in 18577 m




image18.png
was strengthened. As a result people became more intolerant of Indian traditions and behavi
and the British began to impose changes on the way Indians lived, which caused resentment an
anxiety.

(a) What was suttee? [0}

(b) Why did Sir Syed Ahmad Khan try to improve relations between the Muslims and the British?
m

(¢) “The strength of the British army was the sole reason for the failure of the War of Independence
by 1858 Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. [14)
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Read the source below carefully to answer question (a).

With the slow crumbling of the Mughal Empire, the only question left in the early ei
century was who would pick up the pieces. Few observers could have guessed that the Eas!

Company would have played such a major role.

(a) What was the East India Company?
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‘The Mughal Empire took 150 years from the death of Aurangzeb in 1707 to break up. H
was facing difficulties at the time of his death and following this, the tensions and problem 9"‘
became worse. The most serious challenge to Mughal authority came from the Marathas.

(a) Describe what the Marathas did. [0}
(b) Why have regional languages been promoted by the Pakistan government since 19472 7]

(€) Who of the following was the most important in the spread of Islam during the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries:

(i) Shah Wali Ullah;
(ii) Syed Ahmad Shaheed Barailvi;
Hajji Shariat Ullah?

Explain your answer with reference to all three of the above. (4]
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The authority of the Mughal emperors was declining by the end of Aurangzeb’s reign
The Hindus were unhappy with aspects of his reign and after his death, began to exercise g
control over parts of the sub-continent. As a result Muslim power and influence over India,
had been so strong, began to disintegrate. Many Muslims began to feel strongly about reviving
Islam, including Haiji Shariat Ullah.

(a) Describe the achievements of Haji Shariat Ullah in reviving Islam. 4

(b) Explain why the East India Company became involved in the sub-continent during the
seventeenth century. [yl

(¢) Was the introduction of the ‘Doctrine of Lapse’ in 1852 the most important reason for the War
of Independence in 18577 Explain your answer. [14)
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